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'ADDRESS BY DR. CHEDDI JAGAN, GENERAL SECRETARY
OF THE PEOPLEFS PROGRESSIVE PARTY IN GUYANA,
AT THE SEMINAR/CONFERENCE SPONSORED BY THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL
"PROBLEMS OF PEACE'AND'SOCIALISM"‘ON
""THE WORKING CLASS OF LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
AND ITS ALLIES IN THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST STRUGGLE"

Esteemed Comrades,

Permit me first of all to thank the sponsors of this Conference, the
International Journal "Problems of Peace and Socialism'y for inviting the
People?s Progressive Party (PPP) of Guyana to take part in the deliberations,
Also our thanks go to the Communist Party of Cuba for hosting this Conference

and making the organisational and other arrangements,

The post—=World War II history of Guyana is marked by certain more or less
distinct phases:

"1¢ 133 days in 1953 and 1957-64eanti~colonialist and anti-imperialist;

2o 1965-70 - pro-imperialist and pro-capitalist;

‘3 1971-73 - vacillating with the balance in favour of imperialism;

4y 1974-76 - anti-imperialist;

5, 1977-80 - reversion to the 1971-73 period of vacillation, with pressures

to move to the 1965-70 position,

For an understanding of these different positionsy it is necessary to
analyse the roles played by the classes and strata both in favour or against

the revolutionary processae

‘Cotonial British Guiama was an underdeveloped, dependent semi-—capitalist
and semi-feudal country, with a relatively small population of about % million
in an area of 83,000 square miles, about twice the size of Cuba., Sugar was

"king" and formed the sheet anchor of the economy,

Like the United Fruit.Company in Central America, one British monopoly,
Booker, McConnell and Co. dominated the economy -- sugar, timber, balata,

foreign and local trade, insurance, shippinga ’

The sugar plantocracy monopolised economic and political powere, Policy was
formulated to prevent the development of peasant agriculture because of the

shortage of labour up to World War II due to the then high incidence of malariae

As a result of demand for aluminum during the last war, bauxite production
under North-American control greatly expanded, But as in the sugar industry,
no attempt was made to establish an integrated system of production within the
countrys So imbalanced and dependent was the economy that the foreign capitaliﬁ;
owned and controlled sugar and bauxite industries earned more than 75 per cent

of the export income,

At the top of the colonial social structure was a narrow group of the
foreign monopolist plantation, mining and comprador bourgeoisie, operating
through a handful of companies and monopolising the economy including the
available coastal lande It concentrated on the production of raw materials
(sugar, spirits, molasses, timber, bauxite) for export, and the importation of

goods, mainly from Britaine

Closely allied to the foreign big bourgeoisie were the national (middle) -

bourgeoisie and the landlords. Together, they constituted the ruling class,


























